
When junior varsity football was cut from his 
high school’s athletic program, then freshman 

Levar Stoney had a choice to make—play football 
with much bigger students or quit.

“I didn’t want to play,” Secretary of the Common-
wealth Stoney told Lancaster High School students 
Tuesday in an assembly kicking off College Applica-
tion Week. 

But before he could quit the team, his dad stopped 
him.

“Oh, you want to quit?” his father asked. “If you 
quit today, you’ll end up quitting the rest of your life.” 

It was one of life’s lessons taught by a man who 
was only 18 years old when Stoney was born. His 
mother was just 16.

Stoney was the keynote speaker for an assembly of 
students, school board members, representatives of 
Rappahannock Community College and community 
leaders. 

“I was part of a family that did not have a high 
school graduate or college graduate. I’m a product of 
kids having kids.”

Born in New York in 1988, his father and grand-
mother moved him to Yorktown a year later.  

“My grandmother raised me,” he said. She was the 
strong moral compass a young man needed.

Instead of reading books to his kids before they 
went to bed, his father told stories about kids going to 
college, laying the groundwork for his kids’ futures.

“I didn’t know they were stories about us,” he said.
Stoney learned the value of hard work from a dad 

who took many jobs, becoming a school custodian 
and a landscaper. Still, they were unable to afford 
some of the basics such as school trips. “I sat at 

school while the class took field trips to Jamestown or 
the circus.”

His grandmother was his rock, teaching him to 
believe in himself; that he could overcome obstacles. 
“I love my grandmother. I love grandmothers,” he told 
the students.

Today, Stoney, 33, is a member of Gov. Terry 
McAuliff’s cabinet. As Secretary of the Common-
wealth, he is responsible for a variety of services 
including clemencies and pardons, restoration of 
voting rights, notary and lobbyists registration, dis-
closures, conflict of interests, marriage and overseas 
adoption authentications, proclamations, and some 
4,000 appointments to state boards and commissions. 

Before graduating in political science and public 
administration from James Madison University in 
2004, he served two terms as president of the Student 
Government Association. He was political director 
for Creigh Deeds’ 2009 gubernatorial campaign, 
executive director of Virginia’s Democratic Party and 
deputy director of Terry McAuliff’s 2013 gubernato-
rial campaign.

“If I had quit the football team that day, I wouldn’t 
have gone to James Madison University,” Secretary 
Stoney said.

“We didn’t have a College Application Week when 
I went to high school.” But he encouraged students to 
participate in the program, to take advantage of all the 
funding programs available, and not quit.

“I’m asking you, I’m encouraging you to not quit. 

Use the counselors here at Lancaster High that can 
help you. There is lots of help available to you. It’s 
possible. It all begins with you.

“Desire, drive and dreams,” Sec. Stoney stressed. 
“Principal Erskine Morgan says you all have that. So 
will you do that for me? Say yes.” Without desire, 
drive and dreams, students won’t achieve much more 
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Next Monday, November 24, is the 
deadline for news, advertisements 
and “thanks giving” letters to appear 
in the November 26 issue of the Rap-
pahannock Record. Display ads are 
due by 10 a.m. The deadline for clas-
sified ads and news items is noon.

The Record will appear on Wednes-
day next week because of the Thanks-
giving holiday. 

Each year at this time the Record 
prints “thank-you” letters from Lan-
caster and Northumberland residents 
and visitors at no charge. While 
counting their blessings, readers 
are invited to give public thanks for 
friends, neighbors or special groups 
who have made a difference in their 
lives.

The letters should be brief (150 
words or less) and to the point, and 
include the letter writer’s name, 
community of residence and phone 
number. The phone number will not 
be published. 

If the Record receives more letters 
than it can publish, a sampling of the 
letters will be printed and others will 
be available online at RRecord.com.

Email “thanks giving” letters to 
editor@RRecord.com, fax them to 
435-2632, or drop them off at the 
Record office at 27 North Main Street 
in Kilmarnock.

The Record office will be closed 
Thursday and Friday, November 27 
and 28, for the Thanksgiving holiday.

Fundraising on the half shell
Guests gather round the table to shuck oysters at 
last Saturday’s oyster roast at Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library. The sold-out event included 
roasted oysters, raw oysters on the half shell and 
oyster fritters along with soups and stews. 

Steve Sorensen pours a bucket of 
steaming hot, roasted oysters. Members 
of Moose Lodge 2527 in Lancaster 
volunteered to help serve. Photos by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi

Suzanne Reynolds serves raw oysters on the 

Washington Museum and Library. View a related 
slideshow at RRecord.com. 

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Town Council on November 17 voted 
down a lease proposal for the Culture Center at the old town hall property.

Lancaster Players member Ben Estes incorporated the Culture Center with 
the aim of leasing the property from the town, then leasing to the Lancaster 
Players and Bay Aging. Estes asked the town to take the property off the real 
estate market last month, which the council this week declined to do.

“I just don’t see the ongoing sustainability,” said council member Emerson 
Gravatt, who wondered whether the Culture Center would be able to bring in 
enough money to support itself.

“Personally, we may feel it’s a great idea, but we have a responsibility to the 
town, and I believe that when that property was put up for sale, it was done 
under the assumption that that property would be sold to help pay for or subsi-
dize the cost of the new town hall,” said council member Chris Allen.

The council voted down the proposal unanimously, Capt. Michael Sutherland 
absent and Rebecca Nunn abstaining.

The town also approved an application it received last month from Phillip 
Lee of Mr. Giggles Fun House to open a children’s recreation center at 544 
North Main Street. Lee’s application was tabled last month and approved with 
slight modifications this month. Lee no longer plans to operate a daily water 
slide in front of the business.

LANCASTER—Planning com-
mission members last week reviewed 
a new capital improvement budget 
plan (CIP) of $7,006,629 for fiscal 
years 2015-17. The budget was not 
included in the supervisors’ opera-
tional budget vote last June in order 
to secure $8.2 million through rev-
enue bonds to cover a broader range 
of lingering CIP expenses. 

Supervisors secured $7.2 million at 
2.2% interest for 10 years in a joint 
proposal by Chesapeake Bank and 
Bank of Lancaster. Some $1 million 
will cover refinancing an old higher 
interest loan to take advantage of 
1.5% interest for four years.

The CIP approved by planners last 
April was $2,478,529 and covered a 
five-year period. The additional fund-
ing will cover requests that have been 
lingering on a waiting list for years. 

Town rejects proposed
Culture Center lease plan

by Renss Greene

Lancaster planning commission
takes a closer look at proposed
three-year capital spending plan

by Audrey Thomasson

At the recommendation of county 
financial attorney Dan Siegel, plan-
ning and land use director Don Gill 
scaled the CIP request down to three 
years, which will be reviewed and 
voted on by supervisors tonight, 
November 20.
School projects

Topping the school list for fiscal 
year 2015, the current capital fund-
ing cycle, is $30,000 to install a 
handicap-equipped classroom with 
shower facilities at the middle school. 
The school received advance approval 
and the renovations were completed 
before school started September 1.

Other school requests include 
$178,000 for two new buses, $80,000 

Monday is deadline
day for news, ads 
and ‘thanks giving’Pep talk launches College Application Week

Secretary of the Commonwealth Levar 
Stoney called out Joel Spiers for wearing 
a sweatshirt from his alma mater, James 
Madison University. “I want my picture with 
that young man,” said Stoney.

Learning today,
Leading tomorrow:

Part 5

by Audrey Thomasson

LEARNING TODAY, continued on page A2

CIP, continued on page A2
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to replace HVAC systems at 
the middle school, $25,000 in 
matching funds for a school 
security grant and $1 million 
to purchase and renovate the 
Lancaster Community Library 
building for a possible alterna-
tive school or pre-school facil-
ity.

In fiscal year 2016, the school 
requests include $267,000 for 
bus replacements, $50,000 to 
complete HVAC replacements at 
the middle school, an additional 
$250,000 for library building 
renovations and $250,000 for a 
new athletic building at the high 
school.

For fiscal year 2017, another 
$267,000 is requested for buses, 
$240,000 for a chiller (AC) at 
the high school and $93,369 to 
increase the parking area at the 
bus garage.
Other departments

For fiscal year 2015, the sher-
iff’s department seeks $85,000 
for two dispatch radios for 911 
operators and $25,760 to replace 
the roof on the jail and sheriff’s 
office.

Emergency Services seeks 
$42,000 for an advanced life sup-
port vehicle with an additional 
$70,000 in fiscal year 2017. A $2 
million request to replace emer-
gency communications radio 
system and equipment would be 
spread over three years in incre-
mental amounts of $400,000, 
$800,000 and $800,000, respec-
tively.

The county is pushing for 
more public access to the water 
with a request of $1.5 million 
divided evenly over three years. 
The county also seeks $200,000 
in fiscal year 2015 and again 
in fiscal year 2016 for a sewer 
system project for the Green-
town/Gaskins roads area and 
$80,000 for repairs to the County 
Administration Building. 

After sitting on the CIP list 
for years, the historic Lancaster 
jail and clerk’s office, which are 
part of the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum, may get $73,500 for 
repairs.   

In other business, planning 
commission members decided 
not to hold a meeting in Decem-
ber.

than they have right now, he added.  
Also addressing the students was Paula Fisher of the State Council 

of Higher Education and a graduate of LHS, Bettsy Heggie, CEO of  
Great Aspirations Scholarship Program (GRASP), Lancaster superin-
tendent of schools Steven Parker and LHS principal Erskine Morgan. 

Senior class president Carter Robbins introduced the presentation 
of the Colors by the Air Force JROTC and junior Nancy McClain 
sang the national anthem.

Lancaster High School prin-
cipal Erskine Morgan praised 
guidance counselors Barbara 
Smith and Lara Brown for their 
work in preparing students for 
College Application Week. He 
noted their efforts have made a 
difference in student behaviors, 
resulting in fewer disciplinary 
referrals and improving respect, 
integrity, service and excellence.

“I’m so blessed. Lancaster 
is so blessed to have these two 
ladies,” said Morgan. 

“Barbara has the kids’ best 
interest at heart. She takes new 
students and assures them they 
can make it. She eases them into 
the transition,” he said. “And if 
they lose credits when they come 

from a block school to a 7-bell 
school schedule, she’s right there 
to help them adjust and get on 
track.

“We’re lucky to get Lara back 
from Northumberland. Lara 
really cares about the students 
and knows what it takes to get 
into college. She has the kids 
dressed up for the mock inter-
views, coaches them and really 
made a difference in their behav-
ior. The kids feel good, they feel 
prepared for college or finding a 
job,” continued Morgan.

“I also have to put in a plug for 
(career coach) Karen Hutchins. 
She’s done a great job. This 
whole guidance department is 
top notch. I love these ladies.”

Senior Dominique Taylor 
is applying to a technical 
school in Newport News 

“The speech was pretty 
inspiring. It made me want 
to go out and achieve my 
goals.”

Senior Justin Washington 
is applying to JMU, Virginia 
Tech and VCU. “Drive, desire 
and dream” really stood out 
for Washington. “I think it 
woke up a lot of people and I 
hope it inspired them. It was 
a really good speech.”

Learning today
continued from page A1

Barbara Smith Lara Brown

Guidance counselors assist
students with future planning

ORLANDO, FLA.—Gabri-
elle Gifford keeps two bottles 
of her mother’s favorite per-
fumes. One sits on her bedside 
table and the other is with her 
wherever she goes. She’s filled 
her bedroom with pictures of 
her mom and of butterflies.

“Butterflies were my mom’s 
thing, so whenever I see them, 
I think of her,” she said. “My 
mom is unforgettable. Every-
body who met my mom loved 
her and would never forget 
her. When I wasn’t with my 
friends, I was always with my 
mom. I loved spending time 
with her.”

Four-and-a-half months 
have passed since her mother, 
Claudine Gifford, 43, vanished 
on July 6. 

Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office reports say Claudine 
was last seen leaving Pelicans 
at the Point at Windmill Point 
Marina with James “Todd” 
Kessler early in the evening of 
July 6. She was reported miss-
ing the next day by a friend 
and co-worker.

Despite several searches of 
land and water by law enforce-
ment, volunteers and search 
dogs, no evidence has been 
found to lead to her location. 
While Kessler was identified 
as a person of interest in the 
case, neither he nor anyone 
else has been named a suspect. 

According to Capt. Marty 
Shirilla of the Lancaster 
sheriff’s office, there is noth-
ing new to report. The case 
remains under investigation.

Gabrielle said her mother 
called her every morning 
before school and every eve-
ning she was away. They could 
talk on the phone for hours. 
Even if they didn’t have time 
to talk, Claudine would call 
just to check in with her only 
child.

“I could talk to her about 
everything,” Gabrielle said.  

The 15-year-old continues 
to cling to a glimmer of hope 
that her mother will return; “...
one way or another, I need my 

mom home,” she said.
Just days before she van-

ished, Claudine flew home and 
spent a week with her hus-
band, Richard, and Gabrielle 
in Orlando. During the visit, 
she told them she was coming 
home for good. She returned 
to the Northern Neck to pick 
up her things, promising her 
daughter she’d be back in five 
days. 

The night she vanished, 
Gabrielle texted her mother, 
asking when she would be 
home. “I thought you were just 
going to pick up your van and 
things?” she texted. 

For the first time, her mother 
did not reply. Claudine’s phone 
calls stopped, too.

“I thought she was coming 
back in the next few days. 
That’s what she planned on 
doing,” said Gabrielle.

Each night, Gabrielle strug-
gles to sleep. Each day drains 
more of her spirit. “It’s still 
overwhelming...It’s hard to 
focus on school,” she said. 

While she stopped seeing 
a family counselor, the high 
school sophomore relies heav-
ily on her school counselors. 
“They help me a lot.” 

Her friends also have been 
supportive. “Most of my close 
friends have known my mom 
for a long time.”

Gabrielle continues to 
search for a way to live with-
out the missing part of her that 
is her mother. 

“I miss her 24/7,” she said. 
“I’m constantly asking myself, 
‘What would my mom do?’ or 
‘What would my mom think?’”

As the holidays approach, 
she has some regrets—like 
never helping her mom make 
Thanksgiving dinner. But she 
chooses to focus on the posi-
tive side of their life together.

“I’m thankful for having 
such a strong relationship 
with my mom. She’s the most 
important person in my life 
and I love her with all my 
heart. I’m thankful for how 
much time I got to spend with 
her and how close we always 
were,” said Gabrielle.

Claudine and Gabrielle Gifford

Claudine Gifford’s daughter,
Gabrielle, is thankful for the
times they’ve spent together

by Audrey Thomasson

CIP
continued from page A1

LANCASTER—Super-
visors will consider over $7 
million in capital improvement 
projects for fiscal years 2015-17 
tonight, November 20. The meet-
ing will begin at 7 p.m. in the 
County Administration Building, 
8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

A public hearing will be held on 
an amendment and appropriation 
for the FY 2014-15 county budget 
of $7.2 million in revenue bond 
proceeds for capital projects.

Also on the agenda is consid-
eration of a resolution in sup-
port of a Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries grant for a 
public boating access facility. A 
site for the facility has not been 
announced.

Hearings also will be held on 
requests from:

place a manufactured home on 
a 0.489-acre residential parcel at 
20296 Mary Ball Road, White 
Stone.

Teresa L. Haynie, contract pur-
chaser, to place a manufactured 
home on a 0.405-acre residential 
parcel at 20521 Mary Ball Road, 
White Stone.

The Agenda
Local Government News
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CLEARANCE SALE

Store Closing Sat., Nov. 22

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges against 
six individuals.
Felonies

Purcell O. Owens, 46, of Dillan Drive was 
charged November 13 with felony violation of 
probation.

Alan C. Conaway, 33, of Wicomico 
Church,was charged November 13 with felony 
violation of probation.

Curvin D. Roy, 27, of Tappahannock was 
charged November 14 with felony probation 
violation.

Marcus L. Parks, 46, of Farnham was charged 
November 15 on an Essex County warrant 
charging him with grand larceny (third or sub-
sequent charge of petit larceny enhanced to a 
felony). 
Misdemeanors

A Gaines Road man, 30, was charged 
November 8 with misdemeanor destruction of 
property.

A Gunther Lane man, 25, was charged with 
violation of probation.
Activity Report

November 7: Staff received a noise vio-
lation complaint from an Evergreen Drive 
resident (neighbor revving up a motorcycle); 
responded to the 1400 block of Laurel Point 
Road on a complaint of numerous vultures 
in the area and concerned that a human body 
may be involved (deputy found the vultures 
were feeding on a deer carcass), with emer-
gency services (EMS) to a medical emergency 
on Old Fairgrounds Way, to a reckless driving 
complaint involving a commercial vehicle in 
White Stone, to an E911 disconnect call in the 
6000 block of Windmill Point Road (telephone 
line problem); notified the utility company of 
a firefighter’s request to check a power pole in 
the 5000 block of Windmill Point Road; and 
checked on the well-being of a Foxwells Lane 
resident at the request of a concerned citizen 
(no emergency services needed).

November 8:  Staff received a complaint 
of a possible assault by threats being made to 
a third party; and responded with Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) to a public drunken-
ness complaint on North Main Street.

November 9: Staff responded to an E911 dis-
connect call on James Wharf Road (telephone 
line problem), and to a man down call in the 
area of River and Senora Roads (hunter taking 
a nap); received a residential burglary report 
from the 300 block of Mosquito Point Road 
(window; $250 loss), and a complaint of sev-
eral persons calling and telling the resident that 
“they” were going to do things to an Emerald 
Lane residence (the complainant did not want a 
deputy to respond).

November 10: Staff responded with KPD 
to a traffic complaint at East Church and 
North Main streets, to a complaint of teenag-
ers trespassing at a Mollusk area convenience 
store, and to a shots fired call in the area of 
Paynes Shop Road. The Lancaster High School 
resource officer responded to a disorderly stu-
dent incident.

November 11: Staff received a man’s 
wallet found by a citizen in the 17500 block of 
Mary Ball Road; checked on the well-being of 
a Gordon Drive resident at the request of a con-
cerned citizen (no emergency services needed); 
contacted by telephone a citizen who had a 
civil complaint involving personal property; 
and responded to a domestic disturbance in the 
6000 block of Mary Ball Road.

November 12: Staff received a walk-in 
complaint of a domestic disturbance, a com-
plaint of two children’s bicycles being stolen 
from the 200 block of Weems Road, a residen-
tial burglary report from the 12100 block of 
River Road (S&W 12 gauge shotgun, Brown-
ing 20 gauge shotgun, Texas Ranger 12 gauge 
shotgun, Winchester .22 rifle; $800 loss), and 
a motorist’s complaint of a reckless driver 
on Courthouse Road (no units in position to 
attempt to intercept);  at the request of Chris-
tianburg Police Department, attempted to con-
tact a White Stone area resident and advise 
that his/her credit card had been recovered; 
responded to a domestic disturbance on Benson 
Road, and to a disturbance call, possible man 
with a gun, on Merry Point Road; checked on 
the well-being of a Griffins Landing Road resi-
dent at the request of a concerned citizen (no 
emergency services needed), and on the well-
being of a Keep Safe program participant after 
prearranged telephone contact could not be 
made (no emergency services needed).

November 13: Staff responded to a suspi-
cious vehicle/trespass complaint in the area of 
The Pony Pasture and the White Fences Drive 
(vehicle gone on arrival), to a destruction of a 
mailbox complaint in the 300 block of Wilson 
Lane (mailbox and post; $200 loss); con-
tacted Virginia Marine Resources Commission 
(VMRC), which in turn notified the Virginia 
Aquarium Stranded Response Team for live 
and dead animals, with a citizen’s report of a 
possible dead whale in the river near the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge (LCSO has no 
information as to the outcome of the call); at 
the request of a concerned citizen, checked on 
the well-being of an Elm Street resident (DSS 
notified for emergency heat and additional 
resources for the citizen); and received a van-
dalism report from a Poplar Neck Road resi-

dent (Yamaha 115 outboard motor, Honda 9.9 
outboard motor, Honda 80 dirt bike engine all 
damaged by adding paint thinner/varnish to the 
fuel; $3,200 damages).

November 14: Staff responded to a two-
vehicle traffic crash near Mary Ball and Regina 
roads (no fire/rescue required); notified Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
of a large animal carcass in the roadway on 
Weems Road; and received a residential bur-
glary/larceny report from the 200 block of Lan-
caster Creek Drive (personal safe with assorted 
papers, Ruger 9m pistol with 20 round maga-
zine; $900 loss).

November 15: Staff notified the game 
warden of a trespass by hunting complaint on 
Laurel Point Road; responded with Virginia 
State Police (VSP) to a single-vehicle traffic 
crash in the 5700 block of Mary Ball Road, to 
a disturbance call in the 400 block of Buzzards 
Neck Road (vehicle repossession involved), 
and to a trespass complaint in the 2100 block of 
White Chapel Road (hunters recovering dogs).

November 16: At approximately 1:30 a.m. 
staff responded to a shots fired call in the area 
of Lancaster Creek Drive (this may be related to 
the raccoon hunting season, which allows hunt-
ing until 2 a.m. Sunday mornings), with VSP to 
a single-vehicle traffic crash at Mary Ball and 
Merry Point roads (no fire/rescue required), and 
to a suspicious person complaint in the 2400 
block of Merry Point Road.

November 17: Staff responded to a 
prowler/attempted forced entry call on Ocran 
Road (complainant cancelled the call when 
he/she discovered it was a family friend); to 
an E911 disconnect call that originated in the 
3900 block of Weems Road (no emergency 
services needed), and to an abandoned vehicle 
complaint in the area of the VDOT office at 
Brookvale (farm vehicle parked there for about 
three weeks); received an attempted fraud com-
plaint from an Old Field Road resident (tele-
phone scam involved; caller told the citizen that 
he/she had won a lottery and to call 702-487-
3786 for information, then to make a call back 
to 202-470- 2939), and received a motorist’s 
complaint of aggressive driving in the area of 
Tavern Road (no unit in position to attempt to 
intercept).

Sheriff’s staff also conducted 26 traffic stops, 
issued nine summonses, assisted 10 motorists, 
reported five deer strike accidents, handled four 
calls for traffic control, investigated eight build-
ing alarms, processed two mental health orders, 
logged three inmate transports and fielded five 
calls for animal control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to an electrical panel fire on School 
Street, a co2 alarm on Wiggins Avenue and a 
smoke report on North Main Street.

Upper Lancaster volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffic crash in the 5700 block of 
Mary Ball Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins this week reported charges 
against 14 individuals.
Felonies

Nicholas Lamont Turner, 20, of Callao was 
charged November 12 with felony disregard for 
law enforcement signal (failure to stop), distri-
bution/sell schedule I/II drugs. Misdemeanor 
charges include driving suspended and reckless 
driving. He was also charged on two summons, 
one for speeding and one for failing to inspect 
his vehicle.
Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 28, was charged November 10 
with violating a protective order.

A Heathsville man, 51, was charged Novem-
ber 10 with violating a protective order.

A Callao man, 49, was charged November 12 
with two counts of violating a protective order.

A Reedville man, 38, was charged Novem-
ber 14 with two counts of violating a protective 
order.

A Mt. Holly man, 37, was charged November 
14 on a direct indictment from the Northumber-
land County Circuit Court for assault and bat-
tery and damaging a telephone line.

A Lottsburg man, 26, was charged Novem-
ber 14 on a capias to show cause from the Nor-
thumberland County Circuit Court for failing to 
appear in their court on September 23, 2014.  
Subject was arrested by the Richmond County 
Sheriff’s Office.

An Irvington man, 25, was charged Novem-
ber 15 with driving under the influence of alco-
hol, second offense within a five-year period.

A Burgess man, 23, was charged November 
15 with a capias/attachment of the body for fail-
ing to appear in the Northumberland County 
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court.

A White Stone woman, 30, was charged 
November 15 with driving under the influence, 
reckless driving and driving without a license.

A Callao man, 49, was charged November 16 
with disorderly conduct and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

A Lottsburg man, 22, was charged November 
16 with driving under the influence and con-
suming an alcoholic beverage while driving a 
motor vehicle.

A Heathsville woman, 23, was charged 
November 17 with failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County General District Court.  
   

HEATHSVILLE—One of 
three defendants on trial in a 
violent home invasion case 
pled guilty in Northumber-
land County Circuit Court on 
November 18, Judge Harry T. 
Taliaferro III presiding.

FYI
River Market

Order Your 
Turkey Gravy 

White Stone 435-1725

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Dandridge pleads guilty in 2013 home invasion; related cases set for trial
by Renss Greene Michael DeWayne Dan-

dridge of Lancaster pled guilty 
to two counts of armed, violent 
robbery, entering a house with 
intent to commit robbery, use of 
a firearm in committing a felony, 
and possession of a firearm by a 
convicted felon.

As part of a plea deal, Dan-

dridge also pled guilty to assault 
by a mob, a class 3 felony, 
amended from aggravated mali-
cious wounding, a class 2 felony. 
The prosecution did not pursue 
two counts of abduction by 
force.

All the charges relate to a 
violent invasion at Ray Myers’ 

home and business July 21, 
2013. Myers was badly injured 
in the attack.

Dandridge was sentenced to 
50 years in the penitentiary, all 
but 15 years and five months 
suspended, along with three 
years of supervised probation. 
He also must pay $3,600 restitu-
tion upon release.

“I would just like to apolo-
gize to the two victims, and to 
the court for wasting ya’ll time,” 

Dandridge said before sentenc-
ing.

Two other defendants in the 
case pulled out of plea deals the 
morning of the hearing. Tyrell 
Montele Smith and Reginald 

“Lamar” Marvella Smith of Lan-
caster are set for trial February 
19, 2015, and have waived jury 
trials. Another man, Chuckwan 
Wiggins, who had indictments 
pending, committed suicide.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland plan-
ning commission will dis-
cuss recurrent flooding in the 
county with Dr. Greg Haugan 
Thursday, November 20. The 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in 
the Courts Building, 39 Judi-
cial Place, Heathsville.

The commission also may 
discuss chapter four in its con-
tinuing review of the county’s 
comprehensive plan. There are 
no public hearings scheduled.

The Agenda
Local Government News
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Relay for Life season begins
Lisa Goodall, community manager for the Relay For Life 
of the American Cancer Society, presents Iris Treakle 
a plaque in recognition of last year’s effort at the Relay 
for Life of Lancaster/
Northumberland. The 
local relay exceeded its 
goal and raised over 
$26,000, Goodall told the 
crowd last Thursday at 
the Holiday Inn Express 
in Kilmarnock, site of 
this year’s Relay for Life 
Kickoff event. Some 
20 people representing 
teams from Lancaster 
and Northumberland 
attended. Peggy Patteson 
of Irvington (right) was 
one of two survivors 
who spoke at last week’s 
Relay for Life Kickoff in 
Kilmarnock. Patterson, 
who survived tonsil 
cancer, and Greg Lewis 
of Reedville, who is a breast cancer survivor, both 
urged support for this year’s relay from 3 to 9 p.m. May 
16 at Northumberland High School. Fundraising has 
commenced. To register a team, visit relayforlife.org/
lancasterva. Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Farm & Home Supply, LLC
469 N. Main St., PO Box 249, Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Phone: (804) 435-3177
M-F: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm, Sat: 7:30 am - 5 pm

SOUTHERN
STATES

SOUTHERN
STATES

SS Black Oil
Sunflower Seed
20 LB $10.99

*Hot Buy Price
$9.95

SS Nyjer Seed
20 LB $19.99

*Hot Buy Price
$15.95

High Energy
Bird’s Blend

Suet 10 oz .89¢
*Hot Buy Price

.69¢

Hot Buy* 

Prices

11:30-1:30

Fri. Nov. 21

SSC Complete
Dog Food 40 lb

$15.99

Lunch 11:30-1:30Provided by Farm 
& Home & Bank of Lancaster

Live WIGO 104.9 FMRemoteRegister for Door Prizes!

CB Wild
Bird Feed 25 lb

$8.49

OPEN HOUSE 
Friday, November 21

SALES through Saturday, November 22

These and other values through Saturday

Samplings from Virginia wineries, Virginia craft brews, 
tastings from local restaurants, live music by The Delv-
ers, maritime attractions, and just in time for the holiday 
shopping season-a variety of artisan vendors.

Saturday, November 22, 2014
11 am-5 pm

on the grounds of the Tides Inn in Irvington, VA

Tickets: $30 Advance/$35 Door

Visit www.tastebythebay.com
or call 804-435-6092 for more information.

Presenting Sponsor:
Bon Secours Virginia Health System

Event Sponsors:
Commonwealth Assisted Living

Rappahannock Community College Workforce Development
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury

Virginia Tourism Corporation

YMCA’s  17th Annual

Festival of The Trees
December 5, 6, & 7 at the “Y” in Kilmarnock

Be sure to secure your ticket
for Friday Night’s Party.

Delicious food and beverages and
outstanding live auction items!

Silent auction on Sat. and Sun. open to all.
Walk through a sparkling forest

and leave with a tree or a special item.
Tickets for Friday’s event on sale 

at the front desk at the “Y”
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RICHMOND—The Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension 
and the Virginia Association 
of Counties (VACo) recog-
nized the ninth class of the 
County Supervisor Certifi-
cation Program on Novem-
ber 9 during the VACo 
annual conference in Bath 
County.

 The program provides 
training to enhance the lead-
ership and decision-making 
skills of county supervisors 
in the Commonwealth and 
provides VACo members 
more in-depth knowledge 
about government opera-
tions.

 This year’s graduates 
of the 18-month certif i-
cation program are Jason 
Daniel Bellows of Lancaster 
County, Alexa Fritz of Cul-
peper County, Roger T. 
Hayden of Patrick County, 
H.A. “Andy” McCready of 
Pulaski County and Charles 
A. Stacy of Tazewell County.

“Congratulations to our 
five newest graduates on 

completing this challeng-
ing and rewarding VACo 
educational program,” said 
executive director James D. 
Campbell. “With five more 
graduates, we now have 50 
who have completed the cer-
tif ication program since its 
f irst class in 2006. VACo 
has emphasized quality edu-
cational opportunities over 
the past few years, and the 
County Supervisor Certifi-
cation Program continues to 
be one of our best offerings.”

“This program is a great 
example of Virginia Coop-
erative Extension growing 
its partnership with an orga-
nization to strengthen the 
impact of our community 
viability efforts and to col-
laborate with other agen-
cies to provide leadership 
education,” said Dr. Michael 
Chandler, professor emeritus 
at Virginia Tech and one the 
program’s instructors along 
with Dr. Martha Walker, 
Extension viability special-
ist.

IRVINGTON—The town 
council last week voted on a 
holiday schedule that follows 
some traditional elements and 
adds a few new ideas.

The kick-off for Irvington’s 
holiday season is December 6 
at the Irvington Commons on 
Tavern Road. 

According to Village 
Improvement Association mem-
bers Karen Feurman and Mary 

Ellen Tetrick, Santa will arrive 
and take children’s gift requests 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. There also 
will be a blessing of the ani-
mals at 4 p.m. The Steamboat 
Era Museum will hold an open 
house from 4 to 6 p.m.  A town 
tree lighting ceremony will take 
place at 6 p.m., followed by car-
oling at 6:30 p.m.

Judging of holiday decora-
tions for commercial buildings 
will take place Sunday evening, 
November 30, and judging of 

Irvington Town Council approves holiday events
by Audrey Thomasson

From left are Dr. Michael Chandler, Jason Bellows and Dr. 
Martha Walker.

Jason Bellows completes County
Supervisor Certification Program

residential/yard decorations will 
be on Sunday evening, Decem-
ber 14.

After a public hearing, coun-
cil authorized Albert Carter to 
install a swimming pool at 157 
Chases Cove Lane.

In other business, council 
approved a request to allow Gar-
ner’s Produce to use the gazebo 
on the commons as a drop-off 
for residents’ winter vegetable 

orders.
Member Mike Merrill 

requested an update on the 
town’s water distribution lines 
for incorporation with the com-
prehensive plan update.

Anne Papparella, director of 
the Lancaster by the Bay Cham-
ber of Commerce, reported 500 
tickets have been sold to the 
November 22 Taste by the Bay 
fundraiser at the Tides Inn. 

K I L M A R N O C K — R a p -
pahannock Garden Club held 
a very busy and productive 
November meeting.  

Member Jenny Boyenga 
conducted a floral design 
workshop with the members, 
reported publicity chairman 
Margie Redlin.

The designs incorporated the 
use of fruits and vegetables. 
Every year members look for-
ward to her workshops, said 
Redlin. 

Boyenga is a National 
Garden Clubs Inc. Master 
Accredited Judge. She has 
been a RGC member since 
2002 and is chairman of the 
judges committee.

This year Boyenga men-
tored members with their 
artistic design entries. She 
explained the criteria for blue 
ribbon awards.  Her advice and 
encouragement has increased 
the participation with design 
entries this year.   

President Cathie Elliott and 
parliamentarian Anne Skerrett 
reviewed the bylaw revisions. 
Elliott thanked Skerrett for the 
time she put into this tedious 
process.  

Head hostesses Susan 
Edmonds and Nan Liner 
arranged a delicious soup and 
sandwich buffet, said Redlin. 
Assisting were Debbie Bur-
gess, Susan Clingan, Elliott, Jo 
Manson, Pat Willett, Ann Gary 
Wood and Anne Warner. 

Rappahannock Garden Club members prepare 
centerpieces for the Northern Neck Boys and Girls Club 
Steak & Burger Night. From left are Mary Jacobs, Debbie 
Burgess, Anne Warner and Margaret Curtis.

Rappahannock Garden
Club has active meeting

Jenny Boyenga

The club nominated three 
of its members for the Most 
Valuable Gardener Award. 
Boyenga, Bonnie Schaschek 
and Warner were selected for 
demonstrating extraordinary 
club participation and charac-
ter. A final vote was taken and 
the winner will be announced 
at the awards luncheon next 
month.  

Club members also made 
38 small floral arrangements 
for the Northern Neck Boys 
and Girls Club Steak & Burger 
Night.  

Vice president Judy Ripley 
announced that the December 
meeting will be the awards and 
holiday luncheon at the Tides 
Inn December 12.  Members 
should contact member Marga-
ret Curtis for details and reser-
vations.  

paper & 
online 

RRecord.com
435-1701
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BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE®

3 Days Only...
November
20, 21 & 22

All in stock Jewelry and 
Giftware on Sale at

Be sure to check out the 
Closeout Jewelry and Giftware at 

    Pre-Holiday SALE
Sat.

Nov. 22

8:30 am to 
12:30 pm

BOYS AND GIRLS
CLUB OF THE

NORTHERN NECK

HISTORYLAND
Community
Workshop

Get ready for the holidays!
Come join us at the sale!

All proceeds go to scholarships and education!

G
IF

T
S

Jams, Jellies and Pickles

Baked Goods & Fudge

Boutique & Jewelry

Cheddar Cheese

Holiday Items

Bargain Table

Cookbook

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
RENT SPACES

 CONDUCT ESTATE SALES

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
1-800-497-0083

www.virginia-antiques.com

STYLISH EYES
will be closed Thursday, November 27 

& Friday, November 28
Open Saturday, November 29, 9am–1pm

Closed Saturday, December 6.
KILMARNOCK—The Boys 

and Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck on November 13 hon-
ored Robbie Spiers and Wardell 
Carter at its annual Steak & 
Burger Dinner.

Spiers was recognized for 
more than 30 years of work as 
the Lancaster High School band 
director, in which time his bands 
have traveled all across North 
America for festivals and games 
and performed in halftime shows 
at the Peach Bowl, the Orange 
Bowl and the Sugar Bowl.

“Getting this award is hum-
bling, but everybody in this 
room could get this award, 
because you do what I do,” 
Spiers said. “You get up every 
day, you face life, you smile, 
you do the best you can do.”

Carter was honored for a 
variety of work with local 
youth, including with the parks 
and recreation departments 
in three counties, the YMCA, 
schools in Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland, and at the Boys 
and Girls Club, where Carter 
was program director for five 

Robbie Spiers and Wardell Carter spend a few minutes with members of the Boys and 
Girls Club.

Boys and Girls Club
honors Carter, Spiers

Robbie Spiers

Wardell Carter

The Hon. Paul Trible

by Renss Greene

years. Carter continues to coach 
Lancaster youth league baseball 
and volunteer with the Special 
Olympics.

Carter told the story of Lan-
caster JV football coach Markus 
Ferguson, who overcame a dif-
ficult, underprivileged child-
hood to become a successful 
athlete and coach.

“Look around at your table,” 
Carter urged the adults in atten-
dance. “There may be a coach 
Ferguson sitting with you.”

Former U.S. Senator and 
Christopher Newport Univer-
sity president Paul Trible said 
in his keynote address that 

“it is your job and my job to 
instruct and inspire their lives, 
to encourage them to lead good 
lives, lives of meaning and con-
sequence and purpose.

“We must give these young 
people the ability to dream 
large,” Trible said. “A great 
dream instructs and inspires.”

KILMARNOCK—The River Coun-
ties Chapter of the American Red Cross 
board, volunteers and donors gathered 
November 14 at the Kilmarnock Inn in 
recognition of executive director Julie 
Dudley, who will be leaving after eight 
years to take a position with the Northern 
Neck Food Bank. 

“It was a tribute to the work she has 
carried out in our communities, where 
through the dedication of being at the 
chapter from beginning to end of a disas-
ter or by securing grants to provide our 
youth with swim lessons,” said Paul 
Sciacchitano. “We are so fortunate that 
she will still be supporting our commu-
nities.” 

Shawn Donahue was the board chair-

man who employed Dudley and he spoke 
on the turbulent time of the chapter 
and her dedication and commitment to 
expand and sustain the mission of the 
Red Cross.

Current board chairman Jim Tinney 
said Dudley’s departure will leave a hole 
in the River Counties Chapter that will 
be hard to fill with two or even three vol-
unteers. Her work has been the backbone 
of the chapter.

It is with great thanks to Creative 
DeSIGNS of VA and the office staff for 
working hard throughout the week to 
send out invitations and to contact the 
many invitees, said Tinney and to Shawn 
and Sandy Donahue for hosting the event 
at the Kilmarnock Inn.

Dudley spoke of her immense grati-
tude to her three board chairmen over 
her tenure and their mentoring. She 
expressed “heartfelt thanks” to the Red 
Cross volunteers whose passion and 
dedication have provided services and 
the generosity of donors, as through 
their contributions Red Cross volunteers 
have continuously carried out the vital 
services residents have come to rely on.  
This recognition belongs to every volun-
teer, donor, partner and county official 
who has shared in the Red Cross journey, 
said Dudley. 

She is excited to be joining the North-
ern Neck Food Bank, where she will be 
working alongside Lance Barton, she 
added.

C L A R AV I L L E — T h e 
Chesapeake Bay Garden Club 
recently was awarded a $500 
Virginia Federation of Garden 
Clubs (VFGC) grant to “beau-
tify and restore” a plot off Nor-
thumberland Highway at the 
site of the former Northum-
berland Intermediate School at 
Claraville.

In 2010, the then club presi-
dent Audrey Brainard, an 
accredited science teacher, pre-
pared a lesson plan and taught 
bulb culture to the first-grade 
students, explained publicity 
chairman Katie Walker.

That same year, club mem-
bers, with the help of elemen-
tary and middle school stu-
dents, and with advice and a 
donation from Brent Heath 
of Brent and Becky’s Bulbs, 
planted 3,976 daffodil bulbs 
at the old school site for each 
child who was then a student 
in the Northumberland public 
schools, said Walker. In the 
spring, the daffodils bloomed 
like the students they repre-
sented.

However, maintaining the 
site was expensive, she said. 
This fall, the club was thrilled 
to obtain the VFGC grant fund-
ing to purchase mulch from 
Glen Lester and an engraved 
stone marker for the site from 
A.P. Grappone of Richmond.

On November 11, club 
members and some gener-
ous spouses mulched the site 
and placed the marker, which 
reads: “Daffodils, Planted in 
2010, Honoring The Students 
of Northumberland County 
Public Schools Past, Present, 
and Future. A Gift From The 
Chesapeake Bay Garden Club.”

With the marker in place, the 
site will be formally dedicated 
in the spring when the daffo-
dils are again in bloom, said 
Walker.

The club conducts additional 
projects at Northumberland 
schools, including a butterfly 
garden, “ready-set-grow,” a 

Chesapeake Bay Garden Club
places marker at former school site

The Chesapeake Bay Garden 
Club on November 11 placed 
this marker at the site of the 
former Northumberland 
Intermediate School.

vegetable garden and an insect 
hotel.

Current membership num-
bers 84 “born heres, come 
heres, came back heres and 
sometimes don’t remember 
I’m heres, who are totally com-
mitted to this area we love and 
call home,” said Walker.

The club meets at noon on 
fourth Tuesdays at Festival Halle, 
177 Main Street, Reedville. The 
public is welcome.  For member-
ship information, contact Carol 
Cole, 453-4450, or Lorraine Van 
Wickler, 453-6126.

Red Cross tribute sends off Julie Dudley

SYRINGA—The holiday 
bazaar to raise funds for the 
upkeep of Freeshade Com-
munity Center in Topping took 
place on November 15.

 “Despite the cold weather, 
we had a great turnout,” said 
president Mary Tucker. “We 
are grateful for the 15 vendors 
renting tables and the people 
and businesses who purchased 
or sold raffle tickets for us. 
Mary Allen won the quilt 
throw and the gift basket was 

won by Diana Sprouse. As a 
small nonprofit, we count on 
rentals and the generous sup-
port from the community to 
keep our old building avail-
able.” 

To rent the building at 1544 
Regent Road, call Mary Allen, 
436-4271.  To help with the 
building fund, send gifts to 
Catherine Ferree, treasurer, 
1861 Regent Road, Topping, 
VA 23169.

Community center reports 
a successful holiday bazaar

LANCASTER—County 
administrator Frank Pleva 
recently released the holiday 
schedule for Lancaster 
County and state employ-
ees.

For Thanksgiving, govern-
ment offices will close at noon 
on Wednesday, November 26, 
and will remain closed on 
Thanksgiving Day, November 
27, and Friday, November 28.

For Christmas, offices 
will close at noon on Christ-
mas Eve, December 24, and 
remain closed on Christmas 
day and Friday, December 
26.

For New Year’s, offices will 
be closed New Year’s Day, 
January 1, and remain closed 
Friday, January 2.

The Agenda
Local Government News
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

RESTON—As I write this item I am com-
pleting two days here in this 1960s “made 

town,” the brainchild of the developer, Robert 
E. Simon, Jr.  In 1960 Simon’s family sold one 
of the most recognizable properties they owned 
in New York City, Carnegie Hall. With the pro-
ceeds Bob Simon came to Fairfax County where 
he purchased 6,700 acres of rural farmland, then 
mostly the residence of cows and horses, with 
the goal of building a model town.  

Envisioning a planned community in which 
people of all backgrounds could live, work and 
play together in affordable housing that could 
change as families themselves changed, Simon 
set out to build apartment complexes, single 
town homes and multi-bedroom dwellings.  He 
wanted people to be able to move within the 
town as their family circumstances evolved, if 
they chose to stay here.

He named the town Reston, the first syllable 
coming from his monogram, “R.E.S.,” and the 
second meaning “town.”  The inital community 
was Lake Anne, which was followed by many 
others across the landscape.  Today 60,000 
people call Reston their home, including Robert 

E. Simon, Jr., who lives in a high-rise apartment 
on Lake Anne.

Reston opened in 1964, and this year is cel-
ebrating its 50th birthday, as Bob Simon is cel-
ebrating his 100th.  He continues to serve on 
various town committees, and enjoys sitting on 
a park bench next to a bronze statue depicting 
him in a casual mode.

The town is seven miles from Washington 
Dulles Airport, and is about to welcome its 
first Metro stops, which will tie it more closely 
to Washington and other Northern Virginia 
locales. Otherwise, venturing out of the town’s 
confines, be prepared for gridlock.

The town is a significant draw for conventions 
and shoppers, who come to patronize the upper-
end merchants clustered together in an urban 
venue, as opposed to a strip mall, although 
Reston has one of those as well.  The shops in 
the Town Center are definitely not “outlets,” but 
rather high-dollar stores catering to affluent visi-
tors. No factory “seconds” ever make it here.

Simon’s concept was to build a model living 
space in which people could walk to work, to 
shop and to pursue quality leisure activities, for 
much of their time leaving their automobiles 
parked at their homes. He refers to himself as 
a “Jewish boy from Manhattan,” and has noted 
that he had not heard of Fairfax County, until a 
real estate broker told him about the property.  

In many respects Simon’s plan has worked, 
however, some residents have complained in 
interviews that the crime level is alarming due 
to the presence of low-income neighborhoods 

that have brought people here who do not share 
the founder’s goals. In addition, the city is not all 
that self-contained, as many residents go else-
where for employment.  

Although I remember reading about Reston’s 
layout and its beginnings, until now I never had 
a reason to visit. Walking around the center 
with its neatly positioned parks and walkways, 
I am impressed by the cleanliness and attention 
to visual detail that the planners, architects and 
builders followed, but I also am taking note of 
the somewhat inorganic nature of the concept’s 
application.  

People are the only objects one encounters 
beyond the age of 50. Reston is a place frozen in 
time, that time being the last half-century, con-
sequently one sees no elements that tie the com-
munity to the passage of history.  Reston offers 
every amenity for successful living, but lacks 
the ambience of tradition. Perhaps another half-
century or more will give the town that aura that 
it presently lacks. If it does, it will be as a time 
warp of an era that is not renowned for its adher-
ence to the dynamism of the past and its affect 
on contemporary living, but then again 60,000 
residents cannot be all wrong.

Reston opened in 1964, and 
this year is celebrating its 
50th birthday, as Bob Simon 
is celebrating his 100th.  He 
continues to serve on various 
town committees, and enjoys 
sitting on a park bench next 
to a bronze statue depicting 
him in a casual mode.

Focal Point

Photo by Les Cashwell Sr.

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Call me old-fashioned but I would welcome a traditional holiday 
calendar.

The way I learned them not that many years ago, holidays by 
month are:

King Jr.’s Birthday.

Day and Washington’s Birthday.

St. Patrick’s Day.

Eve.
Folks patiently observed the holidays month-to-month. There 

was no chaos. Stores did not rush the season. There was no Black 
Friday or Cyber Monday confusion.

Sales, marketing and promotions focused on the month. Occa-
sionally, seasonal promotions spanned a month or two like harvest 
time, or planting time.

No matter where you looked, rarely did you see a jack-o’-lantern 
before October, a pilgrim before November, Santa or a creche 
before December, champagne and party favors before the last week 
of December, Lee’s portrait before January, a valentine before Feb-
ruary, a shamrock before March, a basket or bonnet before Easter, 
a Mother’s Day card before May, a Father’s Day card before June, 
or fireworks before July.

August was slim pickings, but you could count on dog days and 
back-to-school. September was all about cook-outs and football 
games and that pretty much explains the evolution of tailgating.

The American Flag and Christian Cross were symbols proudly 
displayed all year—and they stood for something. We recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance and the Lord’s Prayer—and it meant some-
thing.

So I thought I might share something old-school with you this 
Thanksgiving season, a few days early because I’ve got my eye on 
a harvest hymn for next week.

This poem was written by humorist, journalist and poet Edgar 

Back when poetry was still a popular venue of entertainment and 
enlightenment, he published a new poem in a newspaper every day 
for 30 years, according to allpoetry.com. 

-
boy, advanced to police writer and exchange editor prior to 1904 

when his first verse appeared in the Free Press under the heading 
“Chaff,” according to poetryfoundation.org. His syndicated feature, 
“Breakfast Table Chat” became very popular.

Known as the Peoples Poet, he wrote some 11,000 poems, syndi-
cated in some 300 newspapers and collected in more than 20 books, 
according to wikapedia.com. Born in England, he came to the U.S. 

He hosted a weekly radio show in Detroit from 1931 to 1942 and 

was the only Poet Laureate of Michigan.
This version, from his book Just Folks, published in 1917, is found 

at several websites:

It may be I am getting old and like too much to dwell
Upon the days of bygone years, the days I loved so well;
But thinking of them now I wish somehow that I could know
A simple old Thanksgiving Day, like those of long ago,
When all the family gathered round a table richly spread,
With little Jamie at the foot and grandpa at the head,
The youngest of us all to greet the oldest with a smile,
With mother running in and out and laughing all the while.

It may be I’m old-fashioned, but it seems to me to-day
We’re too much bent on having fun to take the time to pray;
Each little family grows up with fashions of its own;
It lives within a world itself and wants to be alone.
It has its special pleasures, its circle, too, of friends;
There are no get-together days; each one his journey wends,
Pursuing what he likes the best in his particular way,
Letting the others do the same upon Thanksgiving Day.

I like the olden way the best, when relatives were glad
To meet the way they used to do when I was but a lad;
The old home was a rendezvous for all our kith and kin,
And whether living far or near they all came trooping in
With shouts of “Hello, daddy!” as they fairly stormed the place
And made a rush for mother, who would stop to wipe her face
Upon her gingham apron before she kissed them all,
Hugging them proudly to her breast, the grownups and the small.

Then laughter rang throughout the home, and, Oh, the jokes they 
told;
From Boston, Frank brought new ones, but father sprang the old;
All afternoon we chatted, telling what we hoped to do,
The struggles we were making and the hardships we’d gone through;
We gathered round the fireside. How fast the hours would fly—
It seemed before we’d settled down ‘twas time to say good-bye.
Those were the glad Thanksgivings, the old-time families knew
When relatives could still be friends and every heart was true.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.
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Now that the U.S. and 
China have reached an 
agreement to cut carbon 
emissions, it’s time to enact 
a market-based solution to 
global warming. By placing 
a fee on carbon and giving 
the revenue back to house-
holds, we can cut carbon and 
add millions of jobs to our 
economy.

With the U.S. and China 
striking a deal to reduce 
greenhouse gas emis-
sions, Congress has finally 
run out of excuses for its fail-
ure to act on climate change. 
Whenever talk of solutions 
has surfaced on Capitol Hill, 
opponents trotted out the 
dubious talking point that it 
didn’t matter what America 
might do to cut emissions as 
long as China, the world’s 
largest emitter, remained on 
the sidelines.

China agreed it would cap 
and start to reduce emis-
sions no later than 2030, a 
remarkable commitment for 
a nation with more than four 
times the population of the 
U.S. and one that is undergo-
ing the most explosive indus-
trial growth in the history of 
civilization. China is already 
implementing emission miti-
gation plans.

The other lame but popular 
excuse to avoid action is to 
say that pricing carbon will 
kill jobs and strangle our 
economy.

That excuse, too, is no 
longer valid, if it ever was. 
Studies have shown that 
putting a price on carbon 
and revenues returned to all 
households as direct pay-
ments in equal shares will 
increase employment and 

to meet the new targets for 
emissions.

Will we achieve those 
emissions reductions 
through government regula-
tions or through a free-mar-
ket approach that grows our 
economy?

For Republicans who now 
control both the House and 
the Senate, this should be a 
no-brainer.

No more excuses

A recent letter, “Stay 
informed on climate 
change,” includes quotes 
from a DOD “study” which 
seems a likely continuation 
of agency lip-synch in sup-
port of the administration’s 
position on climate science.

Even our state department 
and NASA are involved. 
NASA recently talked about 
the hottest months or years, 
but that is based on terres-
trial temperature readings, 
which cover less than 30% 
of the earth’s surface and 
most of that data requires 
revision to eliminate UHI 
effect. NASA ignores both 
satellite data-sets, which 

Factual study or
more propaganda?

are more comprehensive 
and accurate, and doesn’t 
bother to mention that sat-
ellite data conflicts with 
their claims. No credible 
scientist would make such 
claims without including 
this information. 

“Rising global tempera-
tures?” Our warming has 
been stalled for years—up 
to two or more decades, 
depending on which of the 
f ive global temperature 
datasets are used. Even the 
UN’s IPCC speaks—low key 
of course—of this “hiatus.” 
The IPCC, along with many 
other scientists, also note 
that there is no indication 
that increasing co2 has any-
thing to do with “changing 
precipitation patterns” and 
“extreme weather events.” 
Finally, the IPCC admits 
that global temperature is 
still within the bounds of 
natural climate variation.

The other projections by 
DOD, of hunger, poverty, 
food and water shortages 
are more likely to be further 
aggravated if this adminis-
tration succeeds in driving 
up the price of fuel, but are, 
in any event, speculation to 
the extent these problems 
are being blamed on co2 
increase.

It is the energy needs of 
the third world which is 
critical and, if costly, not 
accessible.

The conclusion, to “keep 
politics and/or ideology” 
out of this issue is obvi-
ously good, the issue being 
that it is only the skeptics 
who are employing science 
and transparency. 

In reference to “Honor 
veterans, not the politi-
cians,” I am indeed grateful 
for men and women who are 
willing to join the military 
to protect our country.

It is heartwarming to see 
America celebrating her 
veterans on days set aside 
especially to remember 
them. It is terribly dishon-
oring to say that the gift 
of their lives or their hard-
ships and suffering were 
“Pyrrhic” victories at best 
which implies “victories 
not worth winning.”

Freedom has always 
come at great cost and we 
who know such privilege 
must never allow ourselves 
to believe it a victory not 
worth winning. Imagine the 
cost which cannot be mea-
sured in dollars and cents 
should we lose it.

Politicians are voted into 
off ice. It is always easier to 
place the blame on anyone 
other than ourselves, but 
political off ices are f illed 
by the choices of voters.

If that doesn’t solve the 
problems in our country, go 

and prayer is powerful.

Honor veterans
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Dr. Wind has what 
it takes to practice 

orthopaedics 
anywhere he wants.

We’re glad he’s here.
As a fellowship-trained orthopaedic surgeon, Tyler Wind, 

MD, has the background and specialized skills in joint 

replacement, minimally invasive surgery and sports medicine 

that would make him a welcome addition to any medical 

staff in the country. His decision to practice here means 

that people in communities throughout the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula can count on exceptional surgical and 

non-surgical orthopaedic care. To make an appointment 

with Dr. Wind please call  Northern Neck Bone & 

Joint at (804) 443-8670.

Tappahannock Hospital

The HEROES of Hometown Healthcare

The Central Bank and 
“expert” central planners 
are desperately attempting 
to “find and test the truths of 
their favored economic met-
rics”– while ‘we the people’ 
suffer their policies with the 
fall in the purchasing power 
of the dollar and ensuing price 
increases.

As everyday prices increase, 
so do sales and other taxes. 
Taxes are supposed to be the 
main way the Treasury fills 

But, combined with near zero 
interest rates— that really 
favors the Fed’s lame efforts 
to pay off its compounding, ill 
borrowed trillions— this fiat 
also kills working class sav-
ings and hope for the future. 
Keep spending, we’re bailing 
out the Fed— for a while.

As it stands, those who can 
afford to borrow this govern-
ment generated, low interest 
money and invest it in Wall 
Street or elsewhere are profit-
ing handsomely.

With corporate taxes at 

paying business owner move 

Imbalance
expanding

We have been inundated 
with theories, comments, half-
truths, concerning the recent 
mid-term elections and the 
outcome—all posited as “the 
truth.”

It is hard to understand why 
Americans would vote against 
their own self-interests. Cor-
porate profits are near record 
highs, the country is adding 
between 100,000 to 200,000 
jobs per month, unemploy-
ment is under 6%, the dollar is 
strong, the stock market is near 
record highs, gasoline prices 
are down, there is almost no 
inflation, interest rates are the 
lowest in 30 years, U.S. Oil 
imports are declining, oil pro-
duction is increasing, the defi-
cit is declining, the wealthy are 
making astounding amounts of 
money, and these are the obvi-
ous things.

Nothing is perfect. Much 
still needs to be done so all 
Americans benefit—refinanc-
ing burdensome student loans, 
education reform, gun control, 
fair immigration laws, climate 

Hope Congress
will emulate our
Founding Fathers

Do you remember?

(Reprints from the November 18, 1904, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)

week.
Mr. Shallcross, representing the Ericson Line, is with us again.

Mrs. Lizzie Neal, of Litwalton, and Mrs. W. M Kirk, of White 
Stone, spent Friday with Mrs. R. S. Mitchell.

Miss Pearl Dix, who is spending the winter with her aunt, 
Mrs. L. D. Stoneham, at Molusk, was visiting her parents here a 
few days the past week.

LOST- At Kilmarnock Fair, a gold Chesapeake Academy 
medal. Finder will be rewarded by returning same to Virginia 
Citizen, Irvington.

Lively
Some of the Lively boys and girls went to the Kilmarnock fair 

and enjoyed themselves very much.
Mrs. T. J. Clarke spent some time at the home of Mrs. B. B. 

Haynie recently.
Miss Hattie Clark spent some pleasant hours with her cousins 

in White Chapel, and was accompanied on her return by her 
cousin, Miss Carrie Taft.

Wedding bells will be chiming soon in White Chapel.
On account of the rain and snow Miss Lola Haynie, of this 

vicinity, was unable to get to her school at Merry Point.

One of the most enjoyable and successful gatherings and 

-
tague’s visit. The spacious upper floor of Lewis-Lankford-Tull 
Co.’s cannery was made beautiful by embellishment, flags 
and streamers being used as decorative purposes.   The seats 
were made by using the cases and cans that bad crops had left 
unfilled. The ladies had taken charge, and with skill had made 
the place very presentable and attractive and at the same time 
convenient and practical. The choir sang patriotic songs with 

-

the oil stoves the decoration near and around the platform took 
fire, and for the moment it appeared as if there would be a great 
conflagration, but the audience acted in quite a cool manner, 
and gentlemen put out the fire without any damage to the build-

the platform again, and for about a hour entertained the audi-
ence with a beautiful and elevating address. He reviewed the 
history of past Nations and made the burden of his theme an 
effort to increase man’s fair dealing with fellowman.

Harry Earl returned Tuesday from Fairport, where he has 
been engaged on one of the Morris-Fisher Co.’s boats.

J. T. Morris and W. J. Walker leave this week for a few days’ 
stay in Baltimore.

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. H. Adams and two children, of Baltimore, 
are visiting friends in this section.

Capt. And Mrs. J. F. Bellows left Monday for Lynchburg to 

visit their children.
Miss Lucy Robertson spent several days at Anti-Rapp last week.
R. L. Longworth and family spent Saturday and Sunday at 

Litwalton.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer for the Mary Ball 

Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

KINSALE—District 99 Del. 
Margaret Ransone recently 
visited schools as part of the 
Virginia School Board Asso-
ciation’s “Take Your Legislator 
to School Month.” 

Del. Ransone and her staff 
visied Northumberland and 
Richmond County Elementary 
Schools, where she spoke with 
fourth- and fifth-grade students 
about her role as a state legisla-
tor. 

At Montross Middle School 
in Westmoreland County, she 
also was greeted by an assem-
bly of seventh-graders who had 
prepared a slideshow presenta-
tion on Virginia’s state govern-
ment. 

“It is vitally important for 
our elected officials to main-
tain close working relation-
ships with school divisions so 
that we can ensure we are pro-
viding the best possible educa-
tion for our students,” said Del. 

YOUR LETTERS
operations safely off-shore 
and, shaking their head, look 
back at the folly of a Detroit-
like place— where too much 
government control, regula-
tion, taxation, irresponsible 
borrowing and spending 
caused municipal bankruptcy? 
What kind of sick environ-
ment is that to operate a 
business in? Will the “busi-
ness” people who remain in 
what’s left of the U.S. begin 
thinking more highly of crony 
capitalism, plutocracy or the 
forms of totalitarian-dicta-
torship-semi-socialism that 
favors the rich?

The Fed has spurred the 
greatest wealth gap in U.S. 
history— while President 
Obama, who also had a fight-
ing chance to do something 
about racism in this country, 
has done its best to cause more 
disparity and more poverty. 
Protectors of the little guy, 
Democrats—of all people—
must have some purpose by 
forgetting Plutarch’s ancient 
admonition: “An imbalance 
between rich and poor is the 
oldest and most fatal ailment 
of all republics.”

change and environmental 
concerns, raising the minimum 
wage, fixing Obamacare so 
that it works for more people 
and the medical profession 
instead of un-doing it with no 
do-able alternative offered; 
tax reform where all pay their 
fair share; election reform to 
control “dark money” and the 
buying of elections—just to 
name a few.

It is disheartening and 
shameful to see Congress set-
ting up “battle lines” rather 
than offering new ideas to be 
exchanged, worked on, com-
promised, leading to work 
accomplished.

Last week a letter mentioned 
our Founding Fathers. Our 
Founding Fathers went to 
Philadelphia with a hope and 
mission.  In spite of disagree-
ments and different opinions, 
they stayed until the work was 
done. One can only hope that 
Congress will have the cour-
age, fortitude, foresight and 
intelligence to set aside their 
bitter differences, tone and ide-
ologies so that they can strive 
to work for the good of all 
Americans.

Del. Ransone visits area classrooms
Ransone. “I was excited to see 
how motivated the students 
were in each of the classrooms 
we visited.”

“Del. Ransone’s willingness 
to visit the Richmond County 
Schools is greatly appreciated 
and is reflective of her com-
mitment to support public edu-
cation and her constituency 
in general,” said Richmond 
County school superintendent 

division, we share her obvi-
ous belief that children are the 
future of our commonwealth 
and education is the pathway 
to continued economic growth 

and prosperity.” 
She also visited the North-

ern Neck Regional Technical 

While there, she met with stu-
dents from the culinary arts, 
cosmetology and auto technol-
ogy programs. 

“The Northern Neck 
Regional Tech Center seeks 
to provide students with the 
tools they need to succeed in 
their chosen professions,” said 
NNTC principal Trey Davis. 
“In the process, we also build 
a strong and competitive local 
workforce. The NNTC is grate-
ful to have Delegate Ransone 

as an advocate for our efforts 
to provide career and technical 
education to local high school 
students.”

“The work being done at the 
NNTC is an essential part of 
building a technically trained 
and competitive workforce 
here in the Northern Neck and 
surrounding communities,” 
said Ransone. “I am proud of 
all that Principal Davis has 
been able to accomplish since 
coming on board and look for-
ward to partnering with him 
in the future to promote this 
excellent resource for our com-
munity.”

The featured speaker at the 
Lancaster County Democratic 
Committee meeting on Novem-
ber 24 will be Ruth Micklem, 
community response coordinator 
for The Haven Shelter and Ser-
vices Inc.

The meeting will be held at the 
Bank of Lancaster northside, 432 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock. 
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. for a 
pre-meeting social. A brief busi-
ness session will begin at 7 p.m. 
and Micklem will speak at 7:30 
p.m. Her presentation will focus 
on policy response to sexual 
and domestic abuse in Lancaster 
County, reported  chairman Bob 
Prescott.

Micklem works in five coun-
ties to coordinate the community 
response to sexual and domestic 
violence, said Prescott.  Prior 
to returning to work at the local 
level, she served as co-director of 
the Virginia Sexual and Domes-
tic Violence Action Alliance 

-
eral Mary Sue Terry’s and Jerry 
Kilgore’s task forces on domestic 
violence, and served as a member 
of the VA Commission on Family 
Violence Prevention. 

Kaine’s Commission on Sexual 

Mark Warner to the State Coun-
cil for Adult Offender Supervi-
sion, and served as a member 
of the Chief Justices Domestic 
Violence Advisory Committee 
of the Supreme Court of Virginia.
In 1999, Micklem received the 
Peace Award from Virginians 
Against Domestic Violence; in 
2009, she was awarded the John 
Kent Shumate Jr. Advocate of the 
Year Award from the VA Poverty 
Law Center. 

The business session will 

Election, a report on the closing 
of the River Counties Demo-
cratic Headquarters and plans for 
upcoming social events, added 
Prescott.

Lancaster 
Democrats
to meet

friends?
Is your business surfi ng for

We have about 7,000 of them who 

patronize our newspaper, the origi-

nal social network in our area, every 

week! To send them a post, contact 

us at 435-1701 or mail@RRecord.com.

Record
Rappahannock
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Overeaters Anonymous may be the answer for you. 
It’s not a diet club, but a fellowship of people 

recovering from compulsive overeating.

OA offers mutual support. The only requirement 
for membership is a desire to stop eating 

compulsively. There are no dues, 
fees or weigh-ins.

!

M/V WORK HORSE
MACHINE & DOCK WORKS

Floating Dock Systems 
Installed - Custom Built

We Also Service & Repair
Damaged Pilings and Docks.
Aluminium - Wood - Plastic
All Types Welding, Diving, 

Mechanical, Transportation Services

 Please Call For Estimates & Info

Call For Our Full Range 

of Services & Solutions.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
annual Lancaster Community 
Library Lottery raffle continues.

Buy tickets on or before 
December 19, pay only $95 
and qualify for an Early Bird 
drawing for $500, according to 
library staff member Glo Engles. 
After December 19, tickets are 
$100 each. 

Purchase tickets at the library, 
235 School Street in Kilmar-
nock, call 435-1729 or visit  lan-
casterlibrary.org.

A drawing will be held at 
10:30 a.m. January 10. The 
grand prize is $10,000. Addi-
tional prizes include first, 
$2,000; second, $1,000; and 
three third-place prizes of $500. 

The winner of the Early Bird 
drawing will be eligible for the 
regular prize drawings.

The library expects to receive 
some $43,000 from the raffle.

Jim Taylor (above) purchases 
a Lancaster Community 
Library Lottery ticket on 
behalf of the William & 
Mary Alumni Association, 
Northern Neck Chapter.

LCL Lottery
Early Bird
offer ends
December 15

Education foundation celebrates seven years

Past and present members of the Lancaster County Virginia Education Foundation 
from left are (front row) Stephanie McClain, Marcus Lee, Margaret Socey and Caroline 
Beck; (next row) Eve Jordan, Traci Ford, Ruth Ball, Sandy Spears and Jessica Davis; 
(next row) Bill Hughes, Rich Ford, Alexis Forrester and Sandy Armstrong.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster County Virginia 
Education Foundation cel-
ebrated its seventh year 
during its November 11 
board meeting.

The foundation supports 
education in Lancaster 
County with several events, 
including funding for a 
third-grade class to Wash-
ington, D.C., grants to teach-
ers and support staff, and an 
annual celebration of excel-
lence banquet.

The foundation also is 
coordinating a “flipped 
classroom” initiative, which 
has students learning mate-

rial at home and applying 
it in the classroom, and the 
creation of a volunteer coor-
dinator position overseeing 
tutors and mentors.

The foundation was con-
ceived when then-superin-
tendent Randolph Latimore 
approached James Alga, Jill 
Worth and Margaret Socey 
in 2004. Alga, Worth, and 
Socey formed a committee 
with Barbara Lundberg and 
Joe Curry, and on November 
11, 2007, submitted an appli-
cation for tax exempt status. 
Since then, the foundation 
has invested over $210,000 
in Lancaster public schools.

by Renss Greene

LANCASTER—The North-
ern Neck Land Conservancy 
(NNLC) has many blessings for 
which to be thankful as it com-
pletes the11th year of service 
to Northern Neck landowners, 
according to executive director 
Jamie Tucker.

 In October, the Dominion 
Foundation presented the NNLC 
a $15,000 grant to continue 
work in land protection in the 
Northern Neck and to provide 
educational outreach activities 
in the community. The land trust 
works with property owners who 
are interested in placing their 
lands under a permanent con-
servation easement, allowing the 
landowner to retain their rights 
to the land while still protect-
ing the land in perpetuity, said 
Tucker. 

A variety of organizations will 
share $500,000 in support of 
environmental stewardship ini-
tiatives, thanks to the Dominion 
Foundation. 

“It is our privilege to part-
ner with these organizations on 
so many great environmental 
projects,” said Pamela Faggert, 
chief environmental officer for 
Dominion. “Preserving and pro-
tecting the environment is one of 
the most important responsibili-
ties we’re tasked with to ensure 
that future generations can enjoy 
all that Virginia has to offer.”

In 2014, the Northern Neck 
Land Conservancy exhibited 
at farmers’ markets throughout 
the area, provided information 
at the Lancaster Court Day and 
Reedville 5K, held its annual 

Land conservancy receives $5,000 grant

From left are Northern Neck Land Conservancy board 
president Steve Walker and Dominion external affairs 
manager James K. Beazley III.

September Boots and BBQ 
outreach event at Gascony in 
Northumberland and sponsored 
educational landowner meet-
ings in Lancaster and Richmond 
counties.

Most importantly, this local 
land trust was awarded the 
mark of distinction in August 
when it was recognized as 
one of seven accredited land 
trusts in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, said Tucker. All 
of these activities, in addition 
to meeting personally with 
landowners, are funded by the 
donations of supportive con-
servation-minded individuals 
and through grants from busi-

nesses and foundations.
To date, the Northern Neck 

Land Conservancy has assisted 
in preserving a total of 15,057 
acres.

“As we approach the holiday 
season, the Conservancy wishes 
to express their appreciation to 
all who have supported their 
mission of preserving the lands, 
waterways and rural heritage of 
the Northern Neck of Virginia,” 
said Tucker. “Best wishes for a 
happy holiday and a safe New 
Year.”

For information on conserva-
tion easements, contact Tucker 
at 462-0979, or visit nncon-
serve.org.

Newspapers bring learning to 


